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Foreword

The Policy Process in IEG provides an insight into why decisions taken 
by governments aimed at furthering environmental sustainability con-
tinue to fall short of the original aims and the challenges faced across 
the world.

It is written by someone who has witnessed the process of interna-
tional environmental diplomacy, policymaking and national imple-
mentation of multilateral environment agreements first hand.

Sheila Aggarwal-Khan is well placed to provide her unique insight 
into why the system of international agreements has not made the deci-
sive and transformational impact intended by many when first agreed.

A primary observation is the disconnect between nation states as 
to what they really wish to achieve through bodies such as the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and agreements such as the Convention 
on Biological Diversity and how this is transformed into language that at 
times can mean all things to all men and women.

Another observation is that many of those with knowledge on the 
challenges, including the relevance of policy and its implementation 
within nations and communities, may be failing to find their way into 
the negotiations, undercutting the effectiveness of the policy in the 
first place.

Through spotlighting the realities of international environment gov-
ernance in the context of real-life settings in her native, Kenya – Lake 
Naivasha and Lake Elementita, for example – one glimpses the way 
different users and interests in the environment interpret global policy 
to fit their aims and perceptions of what it means.

In some ways it underlines the complexity of the environment as a 
single topic. In other ways it highlights how the international commu-
nity and nation states need to do better to maximize the impact of the 
instruments agreed.

International Environment Governance is an issue that has pre-
occupied politicians, academics and civil society to varying levels of 
intensity as the world struggles to deliver sustainable development that 
balances economic, social and environmental interests internationally 
and at the level of the member state.

Ms. Aggarwal-Khan’s illuminating book points to not one but mul-
tiple factors, from the original negotiation of an agreement to the 



cultural and political contexts of countries down to the communities 
whose lives and livelihoods are requested to respond to such decisions, 
as all are part of the chain where the links between ambition and real-
ity can be lost.

The book provides a thought-provoking and fresh analysis of the gov-
ernance dilemma written by an esteemed colleague and staff member of 
UNEP who continues her work at the interface of theory and practice. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General 
and UNEP Executive Director
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